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Title of the Invention: Map Information Retrieval Apparatus 

Description of the Invention: 

The present invention relates to a map information 
retrieval apparatus for providing a search result on map 
information in accordance with a search request made by a user. 

Fig. 1 shows a total system using a map information 
retrieval apparatus according to the invention. A map 
information retrieval apparatus 1 comprises a WWW server 6 
connected to a user terminal 2 through an IP network 3, a user 
certification database 7, a map information database 8, an 
attribute information database 9 and a profile database 10. 

Fig. 3 shows a flowchart of the operation performed in 
map information retrieval apparatus 1. In step 1, when user 
terminal 2 gets access to map information retrieval apparatus 1, 
user certification database 7 certificates user terminal 2. In 
step 2, WWW server 6 causes map information and a search menu 
for initial image to be displayed on user terminal 2. In step 
3, WWW server 6 runs a search on map information database 8 in 
accordance with a search request made by using the search menu 
and returns a list of search results. In step 4, WWW server 6 
causes profile database 10 to store, as a profile, search 
history information when a user performs a search. In step 5, 
WWW server 6 analyzes a search trend of each user from the 
search history information. 

In step 2, the map information and the search menu can be 
changed in accordance with a result of analysis if a user has 
got access to WWW server 6 twice or more. 
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